
 

 

 
 

 

 

Know Your Antibiotic: Extent of Ertapenem’s Effectiveness 
Ertapenem is a carbapenem antibiotic with a spectrum of activity that differs from other carbapenems (e.g. meropenem, 
imipenem-cilastatin). Ertapenem is administered once-daily making it an appealing choice for outpatient parenteral 
antibiotic therapy (OPAT). What gaps in spectrum does ertapenem have compared to other carbapenems?  

What does Ertapenem Treat?   

Similar to other carbapenems, ertapenem has broad activity against Enterobacterales including organisms producing 
ESBLs or AmpC beta-lactamases. Additionally ertapenem is active against anaerobes (e.g. Bacteroides spp) and oxacillin 
susceptible Staphylococcus spp (e.g. MSSA).1 

What does Ertapenem NOT Treat? 

While it retains activity against a broad range of gram-positive and gram-negative pathogens, key holes in its spectrum 
include P. aeruginosa, Acinetobacter spp, and Enterococcus spp.1 A mnemonic that can help remember these pathogens 
is “APE.” Remember, no carbapenems have activity against MRSA.  

 

What should I use if ertapenem is resistant but meropenem and/or imipenem-cilastatin is susceptible? 

If an Enterobacterales organism is resistant to ertapenem, other carbapenems may still be active. The IDSA guidance 
document suggests using extended infusion meropenem and imipenem-cilastatin for severe infections when the 
organism is resistant to ertapenem and NO carbapenemase has been identified. Standard infusions may be reasonable 
for uncomplicated cystitis.3  

Key Takeaway:  

Ertapenem does not have activity against Acinetobacter spp, P. aeruginosa, and Enterococcus spp, but remains a good 
option for ESBL infections requiring outpatient parenteral therapy. Resistance to ertapenem does NOT predict resistance 
to meropenem or imipenem-cilastatin.   
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Ertapenem lacks activity for:
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